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Introduction 
Background 
The Upper San Joaquin River (USJR) region encompasses areas that are protected by State Plan 
of Flood Control (SPFC) facilities along the San Joaquin River from Gravelly Ford to the Merced 
River confluence. The San Joaquin River Flood Control Project Agency’s 2015 Upper San Joaquin 
River Regional Flood Management Plan (RFMP) (San Joaquin River Flood Control Project Agency 
2015) identified high-priority solutions for regional flood risk reduction that are economically 
viable and implementable and informed the California Department of Water Resources’ 
(DWR’s) 2017 Central Valley Flood Protection Plan Update (DWR 2017).  

The USJR region’s RFMP identifies and articulates flood management challenges and 
deficiencies at the regional level, and describes potential actions and projects identified by local 
agencies and interest groups. In the USJR RFMP, project prioritization helped to illustrate 
project benefits. The USJR RFMP also estimated project costs and identified financial strategies 
and potential funding sources. 

Phase 3 of the USJR RFMP began in 2020 as a way to achieve the following: 

 Inform the 2022 Central Valley Flood Protection Plan (CVFPP) Update (DWR 2022) 

 Update previous RFMP project lists 

 Re-analyze previous regional challenges 

 Identify additional challenges and opportunities 

USJR RFMP Phase 3 included extensive outreach to inform stakeholders about 2022 CVFPP 
Update activities, requesting input on multi-benefit project priorities, and allowing stakeholders 
to review draft documents and materials, including the Draft Regional Priorities White Paper 
(San Joaquin River Flood Control Project Agency 2021). 

Purpose 
This Coordination and Collaboration (C&C) Plan Update builds on information collected during 
outreach conducted to date and describes the strategy for engaging with key RFMP 
stakeholders during completion of Phase 3 efforts.  

For the USJR RFMP to be successful as a plan, it is important that the USJR RFMP reflects a 
shared understanding and incorporates recommendations from stakeholders; the RFMP must 
also promote coordination among the developers of other San Joaquin River RFMPs. This C&C 
Plan Update not only informs RFMP stakeholder agencies but also keeps DWR informed about 
USJR’s regional flood management activities.  
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The USJR RFMP advances the following best practices and related efforts: 

 Communication and engagement 

 USJR RFMP activity updates 

 Financial planning and funding support 

 Regional governance 

 Multi-benefit project opportunities and performance tracking 

 Regional climate resilience 

 Institutional barriers and process improvements 

 National Flood Insurance Program-related activities 

 Region-specific activities 

Communication Goals 
USJR RFMP communication goals include the following: 

 Track relevant news and funding opportunities 

 Conduct regular website updates 

 Develop awareness among local flood management agencies and stakeholders about USJR 
RFMP participation opportunities  

 Develop communication partnerships with allied organizations and government agencies to 
further USJR RFMP goals 

 Collaborate effectively and efficiently with other flood-related programs and among 
developers of other San Joaquin River RFMPs 

 Ensure socially and culturally relevant outreach to stakeholders 

 Create opportunities for stakeholder input and engagement including regional meetings 
and small group meetings 

 Attend the following meetings, workshops, and programs: 

– Coordinating Committee meetings 

– Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB) workgroup meetings 

– CVFPB workshops 

– CVFPB levee inspection compliance program activities 

– CVFPB advisory committee meetings 

– Operation, maintenance, repair, replacement, and rehabilitation (OMRR&R) meetings 
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– Other RFMP regional meetings 

 Coordinate with local maintaining agencies (LMAs) on issues such as the following: 

– OMRR&R of SPFC facilities 

– Maintaining active Public Law (PL) 84-99 status 

– Inspection protocols 

Principles 
The following three core principles guide the C&C Plan Update approach: 

 Critical Path Effort—C&C activities directly link to key critical-path project tasks, including 
updating RFMP content and prioritization of projects. 

 Efficiency—Outreach will be succinct and efficient (that is, a less-is-more philosophy).  

 High Leverage and High Utility—Activities will be highly focused on leveraging support 
among multiple project goals. Project collateral and approaches will be oriented to high 
utility, meaning materials developed for one use can be reused for other purposes. 

Action Steps 
To accomplish the goals of the USJR RFMP and C&C Plan Update for Phase 3, the USJR RFMP 
team will facilitate communications and engagement among agency stakeholders. The team 
will help stakeholders understand what kinds of data are needed in addition to what has 
already been collected for other flood management programs. Coordination activities that will 
take place are described in this section. 

Communications Activities 
Actions related to communications are listed below. 

 Continue to use the USJR RFMP website and the stakeholder email distribution list to 
disseminate stakeholder information. 

 Conduct and facilitate quarterly stakeholder meetings to discuss current USJR RFMP tasks 
and priorities  

 Provide meeting summaries in a follow-up e-mail correspondence to agency contacts 

 Plan and coordinate one-on-one meetings, or small group briefings, among USJR RFMP 
team representatives and key organizations, as needed 

 Determine the format of interactions with different audiences based on the task deliverable 
and desired level of input 
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Communications Materials 
Tasks related to creating general information materials are described below. 

 Develop PowerPoint presentations with stakeholders 

 Develop, send and reply to e-mail correspondence with stakeholders 

 Develop meeting agendas 

Stakeholder Groups List 
The stakeholder groups listed in this section have participated in USJR RFMP efforts. 

 Lower San Joaquin Levee District (LSJLD) 

 City of Firebaugh 

 San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water Authority (SJRECWA) 

 Merced Streams Group (MSG) 

– Merced County 

– Merced Irrigation District 

– City of Merced 

 Madera  

– Madera County 

– Madera Irrigation District 

– Gravelly Ford Water District 

– Chowchilla Water District 

 San Joaquin River Refuges (SJRR) 

– U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 Non-Governmental Organizations 

– American Rivers 

– Audubon California 

– River Partners 

– Trout Unlimited 

Appendix A contains a more detailed list of stakeholders including their contact information. 
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Meeting Materials 
When conducting stakeholder events, the USJR RFMP team will implement the following best 
practices so that stakeholder engagement occurs in an open and accountable manner. 

 Meeting Times, Locations, and Agendas—Meetings will be scheduled with stakeholders 
based on their availability; meeting agendas will be sent prior to each meeting. 

 Meeting Agendas and Materials—Meeting agendas and materials will make it easier for 
stakeholders and interested parties to remain engaged during outreach events, especially 
during any event that may cover a large geographical area. Meeting agendas and materials 
will be sent to stakeholders prior to conference calls or other meetings. 

 Meeting Summaries—A summary of meeting activities will be provided via email after each 
meeting to the attendees. 

References 
San Joaquin River Flood Control Project Agency. 2015. Upper San Joaquin River Regional Flood 

Management Plan. Final. February. Dos Palos, CA. https://usjrflood.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/03/RFMP_Sections-1-9_v37_final.pdf. 

San Joaquin River Flood Control Project Agency. 2021. Draft Regional Priorities White Paper. 
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California Department of Water Resources (DWR). 2017 Central Valley Flood Protection Plan 
Update. August. Sacramento, CA. https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-
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Protection-Plan/Files/2017-CVFPP-Update-FINAL_a_y19.pdf. 
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Table A-1. Upper San Joaquin River Regional Flood Management Plan Stakeholder Contact Information 
Agency Contact Title Phone E-mail Address 

Aliso Water District General Email Account   info@alisowdgsa.org  

Aliso Water District Roy Catania Board President  roy@oneillag.com  

American Rivers Amy Merrill California Conservation Director  510-506-3321 amerrill@americanrivers.org 1832 2nd St 
Berkeley CA 94710 

American Rivers Sarah Puckett Director, Central Valley River Conservation 415-203-5766 spuckett@americanrivers.org 1832 2nd St 
Suite 320, Berkeley CA 94710 

Audubon California Andrea Jones Director of Bird Conservation  andrea.jones@audubon.org Audubon California, Headquarters 
1901 Harrison Street, Suite 1450 
Oakland, CA 94612 

Audubon California Dan Devine Operations Manager (415) 644-4621 dan.devine@audubon.org Audubon California, Headquarters 
1901 Harrison Street, Suite 1450 
Oakland, CA 94612 

California Building Industry Association Dan Dunmoyer President and CEO (916) 443-7933, x311  1215 K Street, Suite 1200 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

California Building Industry Association  John Beckman  209-235-7831   

California Department of Fish and Wildlife Abimael Leon Regional Flood Rep 556-243-4014 Ext251 Abimael.Leon@wildlife.ca.gov 1234 E. Shaw Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93710 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife Julie Vance Regional Manager (Central Region)  (559) 243-4005 ext. 151 reg4assistant@wildlife.ca.gov 1234 E. Shaw Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93710 

Central California Irrigation District Jarrett Martin General Manager 559-826-1421 jmartin@ccidwater.org 1335 W I Street 
Los Banos, CA 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board Andrea Buckley Environmental Services  
and Land Management Branch Chief 

(916) 574-0698 Andrea.Buckley@cvflood.ca.gov 3310 El Camino Avenue, Room 151 
Sacramento, CA 95821 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board Brian Johnson Board Member (916) 574-0609 brian.johnson@cvflood.ca.gov 3310 El Camino Avenue, Room 151 
Sacramento, CA 95821 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board Jane Dolan President of the Board (916) 574-0609 jdolan@sbcglobal.net 3310 El Camino Avenue, Room 151 
Sacramento, CA 95821 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board Joe Countryman Board Member 916-594-7806 Joseph@jdcpe.net P.O. Box 163089 
Sacramento, CA 95816 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board Kim Floyd Coordinator,  
Regional FMP Coordinating Com 

916-409-0426 kim@floydcommunications.com 2152 Ranch View Drive, Suite 1 
Rocklin, CA 95765 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board Michael Wright Chief Engineer (916) 574-0698 Michael.Wright@cvflood.ca.gov 3310 El Camino Avenue, Room 151 
Sacramento, CA 95821 
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Agency Contact Title Phone E-mail Address 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board Mike Villines Board Member 559-696-3214 mikevillines@yahoo.co 1201 K Street, Suite 1030 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board Ruth Darling Program Manager 916-574-1417 
(916) 574-0698 

Ruth.Darling@CVFlood.ca.gov 3310 El Camino Avenue, Room 151 
Sacramento, CA 95821 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board Tim Ramirez Board Member 415-215-9289 rivertmr@sbcglobal.ne P.O. Box 163089 
Sacramento, CA 95816 

Chowchilla Water District Brandon Tomlinson  General Manager 559-479-6049 btomlinson@cwdwater.com 327 S Chowchilla Blvd 
Chowchilla, CA 93610 

City of Chowchilla Jason Rogers Director of Public Works (559) 665-8615 x789  130 S Second Street 
Civic Center Plaza 
Chowchilla, CA 93610 

City of Dos Palos Darrell Fonseca City Manager 209-392-2176  cityofdp@cityofdp.com 1546 Golden Gate Ave 
Dos Palos, CA 93620 

City of Firebaugh Ben Gallegos Public Works 559-659-2043 publicworks@ci.firebaugh.ca.us 1133 P Street 
Firebaugh, CA 93622 

City of Firebaugh Mario Gouveia City Engineer 209-854-3300 mgouveia@gouveiaengineering.com 456 Sixth Street 
Gustine, CA 95322 

City of Firebaugh Ron Manfredi City Manager 559-659-2043 citymanager@ci.firebaugh.ca.us 1133 P Street 
Firebaugh, CA 93622 

City of Los Banos Fred Pezeshk Acting Public Works  
Director/City Engineer 

209-827-7056 Fred.pezeshk@losbanos.org 411 Madison Avenue 
Los Banos, CA 93635 

City of Los Banos Jelene de Melo Administrative Coordinator 209-827-7056 jelene.demelo@losbanos.org 411 Madison Avenue 
Los Banos, CA 93635 

City of Mendota Cristian Gonzalez City Manager 559-655-4298 cristian@cityofmendota.com 643 Quince Street 
Mendota, CA 93640 

City of Mendota David McGlasson City Engineer 559-449-2700 dmcglasson@ppeng.com 286 W. Cromwell Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93711-6162 

City of Merced Johnnie Baptista Director of Public Works–Water 209-385-6800  1776 Grogan Avenue 
Merced, CA 95341 

City of Merced Ken Elwin Director of Public Works   elwink@cityofmerced.org 1776 Grogan Avenue 
Merced, CA 95341 

Columbia Canal Company Randy Houk General Manager 559-659-2426 rghccc@sbcglobal.net 6770 Avenue 7 ½ 
Firebaugh, CA 93622 

California Department of Water Resources Alexis Phillips-Dowel Supervising Engineer 559-203-3331 Alexis.Phillips-Dowell@water.ca.gov 3374 E. Shields Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93726 
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Agency Contact Title Phone E-mail Address 

California Department of Water Resources Dave Encinas Engineer  (916) 820-7851  Dave.Encinas@water.ca.gov 3374 E. Shields Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93726 

California Department of Water Resources Michael Mierzwa Program Manager (916) 574-0944 michael.mierzwa@water.ca.gov 3464 El Camino Avenue, Suite 150 
Sacramento, CA 95821 

California Department of Water Resources Nancy Finch Attorney III 916-653-6840 nfinch@water.ca.gov 1416 Ninth Street, Room 1118-24 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

California Department of Water Resources Susan Karimi Arao Engineer  Susan.Arao@water.ca.gov  

California Department of Water Resources 
Division of Flood Management 

Aaron Wu Engineer (916) 574-0273 Aaron.Wu@water.ca.gov  

California Department of Water Resources 
Division of Flood Management 

Brian E. Smith Supervising Engineer 559-230-3342 Brian.Smith@water.ca.gov 3374 East Shields Avenue, Room 3 
Fresno, CA 93726 

California Department of Water Resources 
Division of Flood Management 

Christopher Williams Supervising Engineer (916) 574-2375  christopher.williams@water.ca.gov  

California Department of Water Resources 
Division of Flood Management 

Hilary Mann Engineer (916) 574-0387  hilary.mann@water.ca.gov  

California Department of Water Resources 
Division of Multi-Benefit Initiatives 

Jason Sidley Supervising Engineer (916) 539-2182 jason.sidley@water.ca.gov  

Fresno County Augustine Ramirez Grading Engineer 559-600-4078 auramirez@co.fresno.ca.us 2220 Tulare Street, 6th Floor  
Fresno, CA 93721 

Fresno County Department  
of Public Works and Planning 

Bernard Jimenez Assistant Director 559-600-4234 bjimenez@fresnocountyca.gov 2220 Tulare Street, 6th Floor 
Fresno, CA 93721 

Fresno County Department  
of Public Works and Planning 

Juana Camacho  559-600-4078 jcamacho@fresnocountyca.gov 2220 Tulare Street, 6th Floor 
Fresno, CA 93721 

Fresno County Department  
of Public Works and Planning 

Steven White Director 559-600-4537 stwhite@fresnocountyca.gov 2220 Tulare Street, 6th Floor 
Fresno, CA 93721 

Fresno County Farm Bureau Ryan Jacobsen Executive Director 559-237-0263 info@fcfb.org 1274 W. Hedges 
Fresno, CA 93728 

Fresno County  
Office of Emergency Services 

Ken Austin OES Officer 559-600-4065 kaustin@co.fresno.ca.us P.O. Box 11867 
Fresno, CA 93775 

Friant Water Authority Bill Luce Resources Manager 559-562-6931 wluce@friantwater.org 4969 E. McKinley Avenue, Suite 201 
Fresno, CA 93727 

GEI Consultants, Inc. Dave Miller  916-631-4588 dmiller@geiconsultants.com 2868 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 400 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Grasslands Water District John Beam District Engineer 209-675-6573 jabenvironmental@gmail.com 22759 S. Mercey Springs Road 
Los Banos, CA 93635 
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Agency Contact Title Phone E-mail Address 

Grasslands Water District Ricardo Ortega General Manager 209-826-5188 rortega@gwdwater.org 22759 S. Mercey Springs Road 
Los Banos, CA 93635 

Gravelly Ford Water District Don Roberts Chief Engineer 559-474-1000 donroberts717@gmail.com 18811 Road 27 
Madera, CA 93638 

Jacobs Bryan Sherrill Project Engineer 916-920-0300 Bryan.sherrill@jacobs.com 2485 Natomas Park Dr 
Sacramento, CA 95835 

Jacobs Clara Rose Environmental Project Scientist 510-437-7072 
916-920-0300 

Clara.rose@jacobs.com 4 Embarcadero Ctr Suite 3800 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Jacobs Jeremy Thomas Ecosystem Restoration Specialist 510-919-5402 
916-920-0300 

Jeremy.thomas@jacobs.com 2485 Natomas Park Dr 
Sacramento, CA 95835 

Jacobs Katie Stone Project Engineer 916-920-0300 Katie.Stone@Jacobs.com 2485 Natomas Park Dr 
Sacramento, CA 95835 

Jacobs  Rob Tull Project Manager 916-920-0300 Robert.tull@jacobs.com 2485 Natomas Park Dr 
Sacramento, CA 95835 

Jacobs Sirisha Nemani Project Engineer 916-335-3019 Sirisha.nemani@Jacobs.com 2485 Natomas Park Dr 
Sacramento, CA 95835 

Kings River Conservation District Charlotte Gallock Director of Water Resources  cgallock@krcd.org 4886 E Jensen Ave 
Fresno, CA 93725 

Kings River Conservation District David Merritt General Manager 559-237-5567 dmerritt@krcd.org 4886 E. Jensen Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93725 

Kings River Water Association Steve Haugen Watermaster  shaugen@kingsriverwater.org  

Lower San Joaquin Levee District Shane Swartz General Manager 559-554-5414 shane.swartz.lsjld@gmail.com 11704 Henry Miller Avenue 
Dos Palos, CA 93620-9748 

Madera County Stephanie Anagnoson  Director of Water and Natural Resources 559-662-8015 stephanie.anagnoson@maderacounty.com 2037 West Cleveland Avenue 
Madera, CA 93637 

Madera County Farm Bureau Christina Beckstead Executive Director 559-674-8871 cbeckstead@maderafb.com 1102 S. Pine Street 
Madera, CA 93637 

Madera Irrigation District Andrea Kwock Sandoval Secretary to the Board/ 
Executive Assistant 

 Asandoval@madera-id.org 12152 Road 28 ¼ 
Madera, CA 93637 

Madera Irrigation District Dina Nolan Chief Engineer 559-673-3514 dina@madera-id.org 12152 Road 28 ¼ 
Madera, CA 93637 

Madera Irrigation District Thomas Greci General Manager 559-673-3514 tgreci@madera-id.org 12152 Road 28 ¼ 
Madera, CA 93637 

Merced County Dana Hertfelder Public Works Director 209-385-7601 DHertfelder@co.merced.ca.us 715 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way 
Merced, CA 95341 
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Agency Contact Title Phone E-mail Address 

Merced County Lacey McBride Water Resources Coordinator 209-385-7654 x4405 Lacey.McBride@countyofmerced.com 715 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way 
Merced, CA 95341 

Merced County Oscar Ortiz Administrative Engineer 209-385-7602 x4678 oscar.ortiz@countyofmerced.com 715 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way 
Merced, CA 95341 

Merced County Farm Bureau Alexxis Rudich Project Assistant 
 

arudich@mercedfarmbureau.org 649 S Hwy 59 
PO Box 1232 
Merced, CA 95341 

Merced County Farm Bureau Breanne Vandenberg Executive Director 209-723-3001 bvandenberg@mercedfarmbureau.org 649 S Hwy 59 
PO Box 1232 
Merced, CA 95341 

Merced County Farm Bureau Denelle Flake Project Specialist  dflake@mercedfarmbureau.org 649 S Hwy 59 
PO Box 1232 
Merced, CA 95341 

Merced County Farm Bureau Lorraine Passadori Program Director  lpassadori@mercedfarmbureau.org 649 S Hwy 59 
PO Box 1232 
Merced, CA 95341 

Merced Irrigation District Hichham Eltal Deputy General Manager 209-722-5761 x 154 heltal@mercedid.org 744 W. 20th Street 
Merced, CA 95340 

Merced Irrigation District Jake Feriani Water Resources Engineer 209-354-2829 jferiani@mercedid.org 744 W. 20th Street 
Merced, CA 95340 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service 

Cathy Marcinkevage Assistant Regional Administrator 916-930-5648 cathy.marcinkevage@noaa.gov 650 Capitol Mall, Suite 5-100 
Sacramento, CA 95814-4706 

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group Joe Hopkins Engineer (559) 449-2700  jhopkins@ppeng.com 455 W. Fir Avenue, Clovis, CA 93611 

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group Rick Iger Principal Engineer 661-303-6607 riger@ppeng.com 1800 30th Street, Suite 280 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 

Reclamation District 1606 Manny Amorelli General Manager of RD 1606 and James ID 559-693-4356  8749 Ninth Street 
PO Box 757 
San Joaquin, CA 93660 

River Partners John Cain Director of Conservation 510-388-8930 jcain@riverpartners.org 912 11th Street, Suite LL2 
Modesto, CA 95354 

River Partners Julie Rentner President 530-894-5401 jrentner@riverpartners.org 580 Vallombrosa Ave 
Chico, CA 95926  

River Partners Mike Davis Senior Restoration Ecologist  mdavis@riverpartners.org  

Root Creek Water District Phil Pierre President 559-435-5554 philpierre1@earthlink.net 368 West Herndon Avenue, Suite 103 
Fresno, CA 93711 
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Agency Contact Title Phone E-mail Address 

Rural County Representatives of California Tracy Rhine Senior Policy Advocate 916-447-4806 trhine@rcrcnet.org 1215 K Street, Ste. 1650 
Sacramento, CA 95354 

San Joaquin River Exchange 
Contractors Water Authority 

Adam Hoffman Water Master 209-602-1005 ahoffman@sjrecwa.net 541 H Street 
P.O. Box 2115 
Los Banos, CA 93653 

San Joaquin River Exchange  
Contractors Water Authority 

Chris White Executive Director  (209) 761-4114  chwhite@sjrecwa.net 541 H Street 
P.O. Box 2115 
Los Banos, CA 93653 

San Joaquin River Exchange  
Contractors Water Authority 

Steve Chedester Managing Director of Policies and Programs 209-827-8616 schedester@sjrecwa.net 541 H Street 
P.O. Box 2115 
Los Banos, CA 93653 

San Joaquin River Restoration  
Program (U.S. Department of the Interior,  
Bureau of Reclamation) 

Donald Portz Program Manager 303-445-2220 dportz@usbr.gov 2800 Cottage Way 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

San Luis and Delta Mendota Water Authority Federico Barajas Executive Director 209-826-9696 youtellus@sldmwa.org 842 Sixth Street 
Los Banos, CA 93635 

Summer Engineering  Joseph McGahan President of Summers Engineering  559-582-9237 jmcgahan@summerseng.com  PO Box 1122 
Hanford, CA 93232-1122 

Summer Engineering Scott Jacobson Civil Engineer 559-582-9237 sjacob@summerseng.com PO Box 1122 
Hanford, CA 93232-1122 

Tranquillity Irrigation District 
  

559-698-7225 contact@trqid.com 25390 W. Silviera Street 
Tranquillity, CA 93668 

Trout Unlimited Chandra Ferrari California Water Policy Director 916-214-9731 cferrari@tu.org 2239 5th Street 
Berkeley, CA 94710 

Trout Unlimited Rene Henery California Science Director 510-528-4164 RHenery@tu.org 2239 5th Street 
Berkeley, CA 94710 

U.S. Department of the Interior,  
Bureau of Reclamation 

Gerald Herman Engineer 559-822-5103 gherman@usbr.gov 1243 N Street 
Fresno, CA 93721-1813 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Sean Brophy Refuge Manager 209-826-3508 Sean_brophy@fws.gov P O Box 2176 
Los Banos, CA 93635 

 


